  Constitution of Bhutan 7 (15) states: “All persons are equal before the law and are entitled to equal and effective protection of the law and shall not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, sex, language, religion, politics or other status.” RGoB categorized the people into 7 categories and treats them differently.
Report of Human Right Abuse in Bhutan, 2009
From the perspective of the Victims of Human Rights abuse by the Royal Government of Bhutan (RGoB)

BHUTAN 
Introduction


Historically, Bhutan was a socially civilized country. As early as 800 AD, a powerful Hindu King Sindhu Raja had ruled Bhutan, during whose reign Buddhism was introduced from then India (present Pakistan). There after, Bhutan was at times united and other times disintegrated into principalities ruled by petty kinglets and feudal lords. The present monarchial system was instituted in 1907. During the reign of autocratic monarchy, the ancient history of Bhutan was hidden, the names of places and people of the medieval era were changed making it difficult to relate with the histories of the neighboring areas and the modern history began to be written on the recommendation and scrutiny of the RGoB and their content surrounds around royal family and their day today activities. 

During the three and half decade long rule, former monarch failed to make the people feel the essence of a governments, received humiliation from international forum and foreign media, abdicated the throne keeping his son there and  took up the role of a back stage drummer. 


Call for equality and democracy had started in Bhutan since early 1950s. The autocratic rulers have been accusing these calls with various terms like anti monarchy, anti national, terrorists, etc and have been making the people live in isolation and fear for decades. Bhutanese rulers’ actions began to come out when in 1990s, governments’ plan to punish the people who raised voice for change in the system, caused eviction of thousands of people from the country. Since then, international community began to get a true picture of the plight of the people inside Bhutan. Through various pressures exerted by the international organizations and foreign governments, RGoB reluctantly let use the word democracy since 2008 but there was no change of people in the government and in the way of rule.

In 2008, after a century of absolute rule by monarchy, and succumbing to the pressures from the citizens in exile and to avenge them further, the RGoB let an election to take place but prevented the evicted people from participating. But against the norms of a practiced democracy, the ministers from the running government and a few royal supporters were made into three teams. One team was to act as an interim government to organize an election and two other teams to contest the election. The independent parties that did not contain minister were denied registration to take part in election. The registration of Bhutan People’s United Party (BPUP) was denied just a month before the election; making it fall short of time to apply again (BPUP is out of the game, Kuensel, 28 November, 2007). The verbal reason given was that it did not contain experienced ministers in the party while in the written form it was “the manifesto prepared by this party was against the spirit of the constitution”. The constitution was not promulgated.   

On 18 July 2008, Bhutan did adopt a long sought constitution. But it has only legalized the earlier practices by writing in words. Besides a few compulsory meetings for discussion, the involvement of people in constitution framing was nil. The dramatically elected government has repeatedly tried to make news by increasing the salaries and benefits of the lawmakers (About salaries, allowances, perks Kuensel, 12 July, 2008; MPs forego sitting fees, Kuensel 10 July, 2008; Of prados and perks for MPs and company, Kuensel, 3 May, 2008). The development at the grass root level has not started even after more than a year in the power. Grass root level local bodies to deliver services and guidance are not formed yet. The sole aim of the regime is to inject into people that democracy is unsuitable for the nation and absolute monarchy must be reinstituted.


RGoB has a good database of people and diplomats who speak about Bhutan. People who have been either neutral or supportive of RGoB only are allowed to visit Bhutan. Regardless of the country or the organization, anyone having spoken or written in support of the people evicted by Bhutan are denied permission to visit Bhutan. 

Land area and topography

 Bhutan has been continuously reducing in its size. While the RGoB keep discussion on the exchange of land and change of border away from people, the country has been shaping up into smaller and smaller. Until 1988, the land area of Bhutan was 47,000 square kilometers. Today the land is encroached from all sides. The officials have begun to show the area less than 40,000 square kilometers. There are scholarly articles appearing which claims that the RGoB had proposed to cede some land in south to India and some in North to China, in return for keeping the royal government above and undisturbed by the people. 

Less than 30 percent of the land is cultivable. The unplanned settlement is converting fertile land into concrete jungle and several town plannings initiated by the government did not take a shape.
Population


 The total population of Bhutan at present is more than 800,000. The government data excludes the data of the political opponent both inside the country and those evicted from the country. 

The people of Bhutan can be broadly categorized into two groups: Drukpas and Bhutanese. Drukpas who make ca 55 % of the population live in northern, western and eastern Bhutan who speaks one or the other form of Tibeto- Burman language and they follow different sects of Buddhism. Bhutanese are known by the name “people in Southern Bhutan” and are mainly Buddhism accommodative Hindus and mostly speak Nepali. Each of the two groups constitutes several distinct ethnic sub- groups and tribes.

Constitution


Drafting of Bhutan’s constitution was commissioned to Indian legal advocate. He formed a committee including royalist to draft it. Within one year of the promulgation of the constitution, the articles were found conflicting and are awaiting reforms to move further.


The Constitution of Bhutan has several unique features, the main spirit is against secularism, heterogeneity, plurality and diversity. Freedom to culture, tradition, religion and believes are caged inside the doctrine of “One nation one people”. Another notable feature is the presence of restrictions even on the fundamental rights. 

Although the Constitution, 7 (15) states: “All persons are equal before the law and are entitled to equal and effective protection of the law and shall not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, sex, language, religion, politics or other status,” RGoB categorized the people into 7 categories and treats them differently.


There is a mention of guarantee and protection of human rights of every citizen in the constitution, there is no organization to look after the issue. There is no place to appeal in cases of violations. The democratic parliament conferred the responsibilities of safeguarding HR to Police, who in fact are the perpetrator of human rights violation.  This way the voice for rights is silenced.
Formation of political parties


Formations of political parties by those who have no blessings from the throne are illegal even today. There are about ten political parties of which only two parties that formed by the royal ministers with the consent of the monarch are legal. Rest 8 political parties are regarded as illegal; supporting them is punishable by imprisonment and eviction. The banned political parties include: Bhutan People’s Party, Bhutan National Democratic Party, Bhutan National Congress, Druk National Congress, Druk National Congress (Democratic), Bhutan Democratic Socialist Party, Bhutan Gurkha National Liberation Front,   Bhutan Communist Party (Marxist, Leninist, Moaist), etc. The activities of these parties are limited to creating awareness inside the country on democracy, human rights and civil right, even to do so they have to risk arrest. The two parties that are legal in country are Druk Phuensum Tshogpa (DPT) and Peoples Democratic Party (PDP). Both are formed and led by former Prime Ministers.  Today DPT rules with a majority of 45 seats in National Assembly with PDP in opposition confined to remaining 2 seats. 

 Elections


People with university degree could contest in election. Only 1.5% of the Bhutanese population has university degree. Thus, more than 98 percent of the people are made ineligible to get elected to policy making bodies. The casting vote was more a burden than exercise of rights to the common people who were made less concerned with election. The parliament is bicameral with 20 members, one each from 20 districts, and 5 deputed by the monarch in the National Council, or the Upper House. The National Council members do not belong to any parties. 


National Assembly has 47 members one each from 47 constituencies, who are elected on party line. Since the candidates were deputed on the basis of the loyalty to the throne and the existing government, people had no charm to participate even in the first general election. Less than 60 percent of the registered voters turned to the pools. The pools were peaceful. 
At least 90,277 eligible voters were disenfranchised on suspicion that they did not support the then government. The official stand was that they could not print the identity cards on time and still continued with the election (One voter out of four unregistered: Kuensel, 23 November, 2009)

 Government


The people chosen by the monarch only can form legal political parties and are allowed to contest in elections. Political parties from the people’s level are not accepted by the election commission, hence cannot aim for governance. Who ever comes to the power must be responsible first to the monarch.

Legal System


The legal system is fast evolving in Bhutan. But the access to the justice is mostly a privilege to the rich and judgments are customarily in favor of the people with close relatives in the government. 

RGoB arrested thousands of political activities as well as common people in 1989 and 1990, to treat these people; laws were made in 1992 and sentenced according to the law, which were very severe. Many of them died in prisons, and others who were released had deteriorated mental conditions due to torture. 

RGoB must be one of the few governments in the worlds which treats the advocates of HR and democracy as anti government and puts them behind the bar for years. Many such activists still are in Bhutan’s prisons, whose actual number range from 50 to 300. Recent report  in Bhutan observer says that the police department gets US$7 per day per prisoner from UN, the high number of arrests and long detention is a source of income to them (The life in Kontoor: Bhutan Observer, 21 November, 2009 ). 
Citizenship Law and population- scaping

RGoB twisted the citizenship law and resorted to eviction and calling people illegal immigrants. The First citizenship law (1958) states, a child whose one of the parents is Bhutanese becomes Bhutanese. The second citizenship law (1978) states: a child who’s both parents and whose father is Bhutanese becomes a Bhutanese citizenship. Third Citizenship law (1985) states, a child whose both parents are Bhutanese citizens become a Bhutanese citizen.  In 1998, when RGoB wanted to create illegal immigrants from its population with an only aim to grab land from people in the south  Vis a vis  to reduce political opponent, the citizenship act was retroactively implemented. The practice followed in the untimely census was that people born after 1958, whose one of the parents could not be produce documents of residence before 1958 were categorized as illegal immigrants.  The people were categorized and records maintained in different files (F)
The categories were as below:
F I:  
Genuine Bhutanese

F2: 
Returned migrants (people who had left Bhutan and then returned), 


People who could not produce documents of every year from 1958 


to 1988, were placed in this categories. 

F3:
Drop-out. cases  i.e. people who were not around at the time of the 


census

F4: 
A non-national woman married to a Bhutanese man

F5: 
A non-national man married to a Bhutanese woman

F6: 
Adoption cases (children who have been legally adopted)

F7: 
Non-nationals/ illegal immigrants. People who could not produce the 


documents of 1959 were placed in this category. 
Till date, the census records of these people are maintained in different files, and are treated differently. 
Languages

 
Dzongkha, an ethnic language of circa15 % of total population, to which monarchy belongs, is made the national language through royal command. The expenditure on the development of Dzongkha and discouragement of other languages is more than in the health sector in a year. Positively all school attended people communicate in English and is the lingua franca. Many other languages and dialects are not only discouraged most of them are banned. Non formal classes are run to teach Dzongkha. The civil service entrance examination is carried out in Dzongkha, this is done to promote Dzongkha as well as to filter young people from non-dzongkha speaking ethnic groups from joining civil services. 

Gross domestic product


 No official data on the GDP of the country are available. This is probably done to hide the income and expenditure of the government. For the GDP of Bhutan, economist has to depend on the approximate data supplied by the international bodies which mostly do not match. According to World Bank it was US$1.1billion in 2007 with growth rate 19%; according to UNSCAP the growth rate was 21% for the same year.


In his report to twentieth meeting of  IMF financial committee on October 4, 2009, Indian Finance minister Pranab Mukharjee mentioned that inflation rate in Bhutan was 9.3 percent in 1998. 

 Human Development Index


RGOB does not allow independent assessment inside Bhutan, so the data collector has to depend either on government’s version, or if at all they are permitted to visit, their field of study will be limited around capital, which naturally will be high. 
Political institutions


Bhutan saw many positive developments from 1960s to 1980. Only people who are loyal to the throne are allowed to participate in political forums. So the political institutions are worship places to pray the monarchs. Any reforms that take place have to be credited to the monarchs. 
Devolution of executive powers


The country had parliamentary monarchy from 1969 to 1972 during the reign of the third monarch, when parliament could impeach a monarch with majority vote. Fourth monarch took entire governing machineries in his hand and ruled autocratically for 34 years. He would pick up people to be his ministers and office bearers. In 1960s, Bhutan had Prime minister, who was removed through murder. After 1998, monarch restarted appointing PMs from among his favorites, on a rotation basis. Even today monarch through election commission selects candidates for ministers and prime ministers and sends them to people to get elected. 
 Changes in parliament after democracy


Like in the previous era, the elected members have to follow the order from the throne and the ministers are never questioned. The new government kept increasing salary and benefits of those close to them. The elected new government could neither raise the issue of citizens exiled from Bhutan nor could bring reforms at the grass root level. Bhutan kept loosing the land from north and south. The parliament is without voice on the people evicted by the former government. The relatives of the families separated are not allowed to meet each other. Those who had met are deprived of citizenship and rights associated to it.  
 Role in regional and international bodies
 
Bhutan has joined various regional and international organizations and has been active in many forums. In 1972, Bhutan became the member of UNO and welcomed many UN organizations to work in Bhutan. UNICEFF, UNDP, FAO, are some of them. People have high respect and regards to these UN organizations for they have reached to people’s level with education, health and development activities. But not a single project by any agencies reached southern Bhutan after 1990. 

Bhutan signed the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) on 17 July 1980 and ratified it on 31 August 1981. Bhutanese women are under represented even today. There is no separate quota for women in any field. 
 
Bhutan ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in 1990, and within 3 years from the ratification RGOB evicted 30, 000 children to make them homeless and stateless. They are living in exile today. Bhutan even categorized children in exile as terrorists, during a reluctant verification of refugees. 

Bhutan has signed the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) in March 1973, and started the discrimination of political opponent on the ground of ethnicity, religion, language and region. 
 
Bhutan is an active founding member of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and will host the 16th SAARC Summit in 2010. Bhutan is signatory to many of SAARC conventions and instruments. But the SAARC summit has been a platform for the governments only. No voice of the people from any of the member states are heard or discussed there. The SAARC Development Goals (SDGs) 2007 – 2012 has been well planned but limited to paper. RGOB has not used a single day to implement it. The 22 priority goals on poverty alleviation, education, health and environment were used for slogans during election campaigning. Their implementation has not started. 
Poverty and Gross National Happiness 
 
Gross National Happiness (GNH) is a convincing philosophy to the people sick of urban luxury, and bed ridden due to life style related diseases. It lacks economic support. It asks citizens to be contented with what they have and discourages seeking materialistic advancement. It was born out of deceit of the government.

Until 1990 the Bhutan’s poverty line was US$ 2 per day. To reduce the percentage under poverty line, government reduced the threshold line to US$1.5 per day, by which the poverty was statistically reduced from 45 to 23 %. Even with the same line, it started to increase. The next Hobson’s choice in the deceit was to reduce it to absolute zero; calculation of GDP, GNP was stopped and philosophically appealing GNH was created as an answer although knowing that it cannot be a solution. Instead of working for economic and technological advancement, the government is committed to fuel GNH, nationally and internationally. 
Legislative Framework

 
The Bhutanese parliament has been effective in creating laws and regulations. Very strict laws and regulations are made and passed. No effort however is made to study the impact of such laws on the people, their freedom and progress. 
The Judiciary and rights of fair trial


Bhutan has courts at district level and a High court in the center. Soon there ought to be a supreme court. The people’s access to the judiciary is difficult. 

However, anti corruption commission has been successful to bring a few of the noted criminals to the courts. But one commission with limited people and power is too weak to bring the large number of corrupts to justice. 
Women


Theoretically women in Bhutan enjoy equal status with men.  But women face not only domestic violence, they are discriminated in jobs, segregated in society and mistreated on the ground of superstition. There is no cell to look after women issues. Women representation in civil service, politics and participation in salaried job is low. There are no women in the cabinet of 10 ministers.  However, women are treated for pleasure is evident from prevailing legal practices of polygamy among the rulers and elites. More women are unemployed than men.
Children

 
Schools were closed down in south for 2 decades. The children have to obtain police clearance certificate to join school or to get birth certificates. The Police clearance also known as NOC (No Objection Certificate) are not issued to the people suspected to be political opponent of the government. Once a member of a family is suspected the entire family is deprived of the permission. 

Children and infants working on the road side constructions and breaking stones in river banks are common sights around the nation. 

An organization by name The National Commission for Women and Children (NCWC) is in the official existence whose featured activities are limited to representing Bhutan and the RGoB position on Bhutanese women and children in international forum. 

RGoB had been evicting the children and wives of influential people to create fear on mass. For an example: On 5 July 1991, Hemanta Dahal and her three children aged under ten were  driven out from their home, by a team led by sub division officer of Gaylegphug. Same day the same team deported Hari Adikari’s wife and their children. Dahal’s Husband and Adhikari, both were members of parliament in Bhutan. Thousands of Bhutanese refugee families in the camps are the living testimonies of RGoB’s whims and atrocities. 
Welfare to the physically challenged people

Superstitious believes that disabilities and diseases are divine punishment for some misdeeds of early life or previous life, run wide in the people and is a source of satisfaction to those without an access to welfare and health benefits. The same thinking runs in the people in the government. The housing and urban planning in Bhutan do not consider for the people with disabilities and old age. No government support is provided to people with special needs. 

 Civil society organizations

 
A dozen of civil society and human right organizations are operating in exile. They are yet to get the legality from the RGOB. Civil Society Act of Bhutan 2007, is there in paper and also an authority called CSO Authority, in paper. No organization has been given a legal status till date. Unless someone with a blessing from RGoB comes to apply, there is hardly any chance of getting one so soon. 

Human rights and Royal Bhutan Police (RBP)


In 2008 parliamentary session, head of RBP confessed the inability of police department to respect human rights and suggested to the government to form a separate body to watch human rights. The government still empowers the RBP to safeguard HR. The simple reason is that when police take up the issue of HR, complain comes from nowhere. 
Contribution to UN human rights bodies

 
Bhutan was a member of the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) from 1995-2000. During the same period (in 1997) Buddhist monks and supporters were shot down in eastern Bhutan for organizing demonstration advocating democracy. Even after that, Bhutan was offered two more chances to be in the commission.  
 
The RGoB has been successful to get monetary support from the High Commissioner for assistance of the Centre for Human Rights (now the OHCHR) in the name of Strengthening National Human Rights, and finished it up through some close door meetings and seminars. 


International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been visiting Bhutan since1993 and Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) since 1994. A lot of changes have come on the way of treatment of the political prisoners. However, the prisoners are conditioned to speak what the RGOB wants with the delegates, than the fact. 

Recently Tek Nath  Rizal, a former royal councilor and a Human right activist who served long term prison in Bhutan, has revealed in his book “Torture Killing me softly”, about mind controlling device used in the Bhutan’s prison.
Problems of beyond hinterland

The development is capital centered. Villages in south and Far East are out of bound for tourist and visitors, fearing the exposure of the government’s step-motherly treatment on the people of the regions. Most of the eastern districts live in acute poverty and illiteracy. 


While development in southern Bhutan was stopped to make the political opponents comply with the whims of the rulers, development in other regions are neglected for lack of pressure from the people. For example, People in Digala village Khomsher gewog  Shemgang,  live under banana leaf roof housing, which needs seasonal changing, Even worse is the case of village Pramaling in Dogar gewog in Shemgang and Chimona village in Lochina village close to Phuntsholing under Vhukka district. They do not even know that the Government in Thimphu is democratic; they are busy hunting for roots to meet their daily needs. The people of Gumakamo, village under Limbukha, in Punaka District, the old capital of Bhutan, live under very pathetic condition. The people of Conver village in Chhali gewog, Mongar are considered Ghostly people as they are poor and unhealthy due to acute poverty. This is a glance through the key hole of reality beyond the hinterland. 

Climate change and environment sustainability

The fragile mountain ecosystem and unperceivable changes in the global climate, has made Bhutan and the Bhutanese villages vulnerable to climatic disasters. Very little has been done to take preventive measures and nothing to mitigate. There is no plan for sustainable food supply. Today, close to 30,00,000 people suffer from food insecurity (Do we have enough food?: Bhutan Observer, 27 November 2009). The situation of calamities is beyond imagination. 

More than 70 percent of people depend on subsistence farming and irrigation is rainfall based. Hydropower is the highest revenue earner for the country; but more electricity is exported than used inside the country. Most rural areas are without electricity. 


Forests cover is declining yet government is strict in preserving it. While preservation is given importance, the culture of the surrounding people is not taken into account, which risks sustainability. The strong political commitment is weakening the traditional values. The latter is believed to be pro- people and hence more sustainable than earlier. 
Illegal immigration, terrorism and refugees

With the call of democracy, RGOB has been dividing the political opponents on the basis of religion, region and ethnicity. People in the south were termed as “late immigrants” or treated as “illegal immigrants” or as “anti nationals”. The word “terrorism” and “national security” are abused to convince international community, get to win their support and to bring the opponents under control. 


Since 1990, the development activities in the southern districts have been brought down to zero; peoples’ lands and properties were confiscated and people from other parts were resettled in the lands of the evicted people. There is so sign of RGoB taking the evicted people back, unless forced. The government’s reluctance to solve the problem peacefully, repeated provocation by labeling people as terrorists, RGOB is infuriating the birth of radical groups to challenge it. 


All the refugees in Bhutanese refugee camps in Nepal originated from Bhutan. They have had the documents to prove their legal residence in Bhutan. Refugees originated after government started mass arrest, incarceration of people who took part in  demonstration in 1990s organized under the auspices of political and human rights organizations, which were led by the civil servants and  bureaucrats of the then RGoB. 

After the verification of refugees of one of the refugee camps in Nepal, RGoB’s team found that cent percent of the people had undeniable testimonies with them and the team resorted to a sly design to discontinue verification.  They went right inside the camp, gathered unorganized mass and started provoking the people saying “if at all people were repatriated they would be kept in and treated like in “Nazi” like camps for  years to test loyalty and to discipline them”. They took up a scuffle and making it a pretext escaped from their duty. 

All the people in the Bhutanese refugee camps in Nepal are from Bhutan, RGoB has been taking ways and means to defame them and categorize them as non Bhutanese. 

The sincere efforts of the Core Group member countries in resettling  Bhutanese people from Nepal to third countries will for the time being solve the humanitarian problem of the people but it keeps the political problem pending.

There is growing incidences of abuse of drugs and crime in Bhutan. Whenever the police fail to catch a culprit, they blame the people in the camp. It has been a pretext to escape the blame of inefficiency. The RBP is alerted to catch and punish those refugees who go to Bhutan to meet their separated family members. RGoB has not thought of lifting the ban on the meeting between the relatives separated, some members of a family living in Bhutan and some in exile. 

Bhutanese people are peace loving by nature. They have never resorted to violence. However, RGoB to get easy international support has been constantly using the term terrorists to name the people living in UNHCR monitored camps. UNHCR is directly responsible for the protection and nurture of the people in the camps. There is not a single incidence of involvement of refugees in violent political activities. However, this may not remain an absolute statement in future.

International organizations must understand that Bhutan should not be using the term terrorists to its political opponents and citizens. People need the full cooperation and understanding of the international community to ensure that people are let to live as citizen free from blames and accusations. 

Growth of the media


The Constitution states that “A Bhutanese citizen shall have the right to freedom of speech, opinion and expression” but people have been sentenced to life imprisonment for writing the concern of the people directly to the monarch. Television was banned from 1989 to 1999. During this period RGoB resorted to mass eviction. Even today, TV channels and internets websites are censored. 

A matter of pride is that media in Bhutan is one such sector where democracy has touched well. The news coverage has widened, private media houses have opened, and the national media Kuensel, is doing its job of a tower house of democracy. But RGoB is not supportive to the media. They keep the information away. The ministers have attempted to punish the media time and again for bringing out their over doings. The RGoB wants to lash media with Bhutan InfoComm and Media Authority (BICMA). BICMA has been authoritative in protecting the government from the reach of media (BICMA & press freedom: Kuensel, 29 January, 2009; The Right to expression: Kuensel, 22 January, 2009).  There are plans to make them royalist through royal sponsorship.

Healthcare Services


People have to provide NOC to get access to get healthcare benefits. For the serious treatments, people have to travel from villages to capital or foreign countries, which only rich people can afford to travel. The rural areas are deprived of basic health services. Sexually transmitted diseases are spreading like wild fire. In a typical remote village more than 14 % of the population was detected with sexually transmitted infections (High STIs cases in Laya: Bhutan Broadcasting service, 24 November, 2009). 
Tobacco and tobacco products are legally banned, but the implementation are not up to the expectation.

Education


NOC is needed to get admission in schools, and for promotion of teachers. Most schools were closed down for 2 decades; a few were reopened after the new government came to power. A few days after opening the teachers and students were transferred to distant schools. Discrimination in school admission has made a generation of people illiterate. 

Welfare (Kidu) System


The monarchs are entitled to address the grievances and needs of the vulnerable people such as economically disadvantaged, destitute, aged and disabled people, landless farmers and students to ease their living conditions.  This system has worked quite well for many occasions. It is limited to a few places and people. Many people in need cannot access to it. More over, it asks the beneficiaries to be loyal to the monarch for ever.

Former monarch gave kidu to the people in the south in early 1980s and later revoked and chased them when he suspected their loyalty. A lot of foreign donations come into Kidu fund of which the state does not carry out auditing.
Properties

The properties of the people are to be registered. But the RGoB has been harsh on the political opponents and their relatives. Their properties are confiscated. In their land people from other regions are resettled. The transfer and inheritance of land and properties are stopped for two decades. The names of the places from which people are evicted are changed.  Example: In Samchi district, the district name itself was changed to Samtse;
In Sarbang district, Sarbang was changed to Sarpang;
Chisapani to Shershong;  Chuabari to Jigmecholing , Danabari to Chuzagang, Lalai to Jigmeling; Danabari to Chuzagang; 
Lalai to Umling; in chirang district, Chirang  was changed to Tsirang; Almost all the names in the south and a few in the East were changed. Most of these places names have similarities to the names of the royal family members. However, it is not too early to suspect if the villages belong to those with such names. If not there are no reasons to change the names of villages.
Social harmony and inter group ties


People of Bhutan are peace loving and have lived in perfect peace and harmony for ages. But the government has been successful to create rift and division between and within the communities. In 1990, RGoB went to east and north seeking militia to suppress the movement in the south. The volunteers were promised lands and properties they get by evicting the people. 

RGoB played a knife of caste system to divide the southern population. Even today, by picking up a few members from south to the parliament and cabinet, the RGoB is doing double work. One it can show to the world that it is accommodative. Thus lifted member have been acting placebo in the parliament. It is being done as per divide and rule strategy.
Appeal


We on behalf of the victims of gross human rights violation and state sponsored terrorism perpetrated by the earlier regime, supported and continued by the present government in Bhutan, like to appeal to all the HR organizations, HR activists and individuals to pressurize the RGoB to:

- let the internationally recognized UN organizations to carry out the 

study and investigation freely and nationwide

- ensure honorable repatriation of all the refugees who originated 


from Bhutan

-stop resettlement of people from other parts of the county to the 


land of evicted people
- adopt the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) into practice, and let the people live in peace and harmony  

 Sources of content
This an update on the facts that the RGoB has been hiding from all and to aware all concerned stakeholders of the chances of eyewash by the RGoB delegates in international forums.
This letter has been drafted and circulated to most of the Bhutanese people accessible through internet and located around the globe. The stories have been appearing in the news portals run  by the  Bhutanese in exile, namely; APFANEWS (www.apfanews.com) and Bhutan News Service (www.bhutannewsservices.com ), a lot of news and articles are achieved in Bhutannewsonline too (www.bhutannewsonline.com). All these news portals are widely visited by the Bhutanese people inside Bhutan, in exile and by anyone interested in Bhutan. A lot of references are taken from Kuensel the mouthpiece of the RGoB. 

Conclusion

The draft was widely distributed to most of the people accessible through internet. The sole aim of this report is to tell the world that despite many positive developments in Bhutan, RGoB has been continuously propagating false things outside. There are sharp differences in the words and behavior of the government. Worst of all, right of people is no where respected by RGoB. People are not let to realize and exercise their rights. The voices for positive changes are reacted with force and punished though restriction on development and access to welfare facilities regionally, if not racially. The report also asks the concerned organizations and individuals to ask RGoB to correct its ways according to Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

The Draft

This report was prepared by Govinda Rizal, Japan with support and contribution from Indra Adhikari, Nepal; Ram Bahadur Karki Chhetri, The Netherlands; Parshu Dahal, Canada; Durga Giri, Germany, Parsuram Luitel, Australia and many more people.
Contact details:

Govinda Rizal
Kyoto Uji Okubo Asakura Danchi 50-1, Nishi Okubo Banchi 22-204
Postal code 611-0033 . Ph: 0081 (0)80 3812 9610
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