were booked for SAFMA only and another 20 to 25 for
media coming on their own.

Photographers and cameramen were allowed at the hall
only when their leader addressed the summit. About 74
journalists, including photographers and cameramen,
arrived with the SAARC delegates. Pakistan and India
fielded the biggest contingent, with 31 and 43 journalists
respectively. About 60 journalists from the observer
countries reached Thimphu®'.

5! Ugyen Penjore, Kuensel, April 26, 2010
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In Exile

The enthusiasm for joining media fraternity among young
generation in exiled Bhutanese community continues to
expand even after the resettlement process. There were
several trainings being organized by various groups®.

The APFA/BNS team shows its presence in social service
this year as well. Bhutan News Service (BNS) in close
coordination with the Camp Management Committee
(CMC) in Beldangi-I camp distributed relief package to
fire victims in the camp on February 19.

BNS distributed cash donation to fire victims in presence
of representatives from the UNHCR, LWF and Armed
Police Force. The donation package ranged from NRs
1300 to 7000 based on family size.

Through online ‘call for support’, BNS had collected NRs
156,339.33 from resettled Bhutanese in various parts of
the world. CMC distributed NRs 32,000 cash collected
from various camps while the Netherlands-based GHRD
and Bhutanese community in the Netherlands edtended
NRs 28,844 to the fire victims, through representatives of
BNS and CMC*®,

A fire that started from candle light in Beldangi-I camp
had destroyed almost 100 huts. 60 huts were completely

52 Bhutan News Service, October 1, 2009
58 Arjun Pradhan in Bhutan News Service, February 20, 2010
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burnt down and some 40 huts were vandalized to protect
fire.

The financial constraints continue to hunt the media in
exile. There were efforts to train young people in media
fraternity and new media groups emerging up but
absence of monetary assistance and market shattered the
dreams of many young refugee cobs.

Media Network Bhutan sought help from international
community for its programs but failed to receive any
response. The group ~currently runs a  site
Www.mnbconnect.com.

The MNB grew out of the work being carried out by a
small group of Bhutanese journalists living in the refugee
camps in Nepal. It was formally launched in the Beldangi
camp in January 2009.

The group in several instances shared the basic skills of
news reporting with young refugee talents. The MNB then
partnered with the Youth Friendly Center (YFC), a youth
program funded by the UNHCR (the United Nations
refugee agency), in setting up a writing course attracting
100 existing and budding journalists.

Bhutan Media Society, a product of the APFA/BNS team,
restarted relaying its Kathmandu valley-based weekly
radio program to eastern Nepal that is heard in all camps,
some districts of India and Bhutan’s border. The program
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being aired from Nepal FM in Kathmandu since last four
years was extended to Jhapa last year but was stopped
after four months due to fund constraints. It resumed from
October 18.

Each episode of Saranarthi Sarokar arid from Nepal FM
Network, Kathmandu, is linked to Ganatantra FM, Dharan,
via satellite exchange. BMS decided to air programs from
eastern Nepal to inform the camp residents on current
affairs, history, and governance, role of media, new
democracy and post-resettlement issues among others.
The six months projected was sponsored by Ganga
Neupane resettled in Arizona®*.

Journalists in exile continue to expand their presence in
various media outlets, the latest being Online Radio.
Called Radio Bhutan Online, it started streaming from 10
a.m. on October 18.

Launched with an aim of connecting the Bhutanese
worldwide, radiobhutanonline.com has Saranarthi
Sarokar, Radio Talks, Taja Events and some other
segments. The radio plans to include programs in
Dzongkha, English and Tsangla in future®®.

Similarly, resettled Bhutanese in Georgia started
broadcasting a two-hour long radio program entitled
Bhutani Awaj (voice of Bhutanese) from Sagal Radio

54 Bhutan News Service, October 30, 2009
55 Bhutan News Service, October 18, 2009
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Services-Voice of New  Americans, 1420 AM
(www.sagalradio.org) in Atlanta city in Georgia from
August 21,

According to Mahendra Dahal, the coordinator, the
program was started in coordination with the Radio
Services with contents relating on Bhutanese community.

The other host, D. J. Khaling said the radio program came
into shape after continual talks and lobbies with the
community in the city, the immigrants and in particular
with the Community Program of Emory University since
early 2009.

The program, aired every Friday from 6 to 8 PM Eastern
Standard Time, includes four segments namely dharmik
karyakram (religious program), yuba prativha (youth
talent), Bhutani sandesh (Bhutanese message) and the
news section that covers the current events.

The program can also be listened in a cell phone in USA
dialing 712 432 7228.

Shortly after the murder of former camp secretary K. B.
Khadka, a never-before known group called Druk
Leopard threatened to take life of journalist Bhakta
Ghimire, former chief editor of Sandesh Week1y57. The
threat was condemned by media groups.

56 Bhutan News Service, September 25, 2009
57 Bhutan News Service, September 15, 2009
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